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REGULATION

INNOVATION PRIZE FOR WOMEN FARMERS

Women key role to deliver competitiveness and innovation in family farming

The Copa Women’s Committee launches the third edition of the European Innovation prize for women farmers. The 2014 edition is organised under the moto “ Women key role to deliver competitiveness and innovation in family farming”. 
The role played by women farmers is fundamental to life in rural areas and on farms. Recent statistics indicate that women farmers represent 43% of the European Union’s agricultural workforce and 20% of these women are farm managers. Furthermore spouses and family members are frequently overlooked and their weight as workforce often goes unnoticed. 
The Prize is therefore introduced in a bid to improve the visibility of women farmers’ central role in rural areas and to better acknowledge the many innovative approaches they take towards agriculture and diversification.

This Prize aims to highlight the innovative activities and projects carried out by women farmers throughout the EU. The projects presented by these women demonstrate their capacity to contribute towards finding new solutions to the challenges of the rural world and their role as key players in the future of rural areas.
The award shall be presented on 6th October 2014 at the occasion of the 2014 Copa-Cogeca European Conference “The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform and Family Farming: Growth and Employment for EU Rural Areas”. 

ARTICLE 1 – GENERAL TERMS 

The aim of this prize is to promote a positive image of women farmers and to identify innovative activities of women farmers that meet certain criteria. 

ARTICLE 2 – THE PRIZE 
2.1 Scope 
Copa establishes the Prize open to the participation of all women farmers members of Copa organisations.
The Prize shall be awarded according to the following criteria
:

1. The use of  innovative know-how, methods or new forms of technology to ensure a competitiveness farming activity in the agricultural sector.
2. Innovation transfer. 
3. Sustainability of the  innovation.
2.2 Criteria

2.2.1. The use of  innovative know-how, methods or new forms of technology to ensure a competitiveness farming activity in the agricultural sector.

Sector-based innovation may include working or organisational methods, the introduction of new forms of technology which bring about changes in relation to existing technology. Innovation may also consist of adapting or modernising traditional technology.

Land-based innovation can include the use of recent developments (technical or organisational) in a geographical area where they were not used before, the creation or provision of services helping to reconcile professional and family life in rural areas, innovation through diversified farm activities.

2.2.2.
Innovation transfer.

Innovation must not be limited to one single farm but should have a potential impact or effects on all holdings in the same sector of production, region or on an area’s relations with the outside world.

In this context innovation refers not only to what affects farm production, but also the packaging of products, channels of distribution and export methods for agricultural products.

2.2.3.
Sustainability of the innovation.

Innovation must be economically, environmentally and socially viable. It must also have a certain longevity and should stand the test of time in order to have an impact,  instead of appearing and disappearing in a short time span.

2.3 Nature of the prize  

The prize  winner shall receive a diploma and a trophy symbolising the objectives pursued by this award.

The prize-winner shall benefit from the publicity and communication on the prize which shall be disseminated at EU level to publicising as innovations examples of best practice and ‘know-how' as  activities of women farmers.

The prize -winner shall also have their project presented in the Copa - Cogeca website. 

2.4 Decision and attribution of the Prize

The Jury shall meet in accordance with the established calendar, in Brussels, to select the Prize winner . The Jury’s decision shall be taken in accordance with the procedure laid out in articles 3 and 6.

The chair of the Jury shall inform the prize-winner about the ceremony, the procedures for remitting the prize and any other relevant details. 

The prize-winner shall keep the Jury’s decision secret until the date of the ceremony. 

The official prize remittance shall take place on 6th October 2014 at the occasion of the 2014 Copa-Cogeca Conference. A list of  innovations examples  shall be published on the Copa-Cogeca website as well as in AGRI INFO.

2.5 Eligibility of applications

A Jury composed of internal and external representatives shall decide, on a number of short-listed candidates selected by the Organising Committee.

The Organising Committee shall establish a list of all eligible received entries.

All entries received that do not comply with the provisions of article 2 are not valid and therefore shall not be eligible for the Prize.

ARTICLE 3 – THE JURY 
3.1 Role 

The Jury shall be entrusted to decide on the attribution of the Prize as indicated in article 2.

The Jury might also consider the attribution of a special achievement(s) to project(s) of relevant quality.

3.2 Composition 

The Jury shall be composed of five (5) members, representatives of European Institutions and qualified personalities who as a result of their functions, profession and experience in the fields of agriculture, are competent to identify exemplary achievements or initiatives in innovation in the territory of the EU.
The Jury shall be composed by:

· The Secretary General of Copa-Cogeca

· The Chairwoman of the Women’s Committee

· A representative from the European Commission

· A member of the European Parliament 

· A member of the European Economic and Social Committee

The Secretary General of Copa  shall chair the Jury.

The Director in charge of General Affairs (with the support of the Policy Advisor in charge of Women’s Committee) shall assure the secretariat of the Jury and assist it in its evaluation, using the Prize criteria and conditions adopted. Both shall participate, as observers, in the meetings of the Jury.

3.3 Deliberation

On the basis of a preliminary examination and selection carried out by the Organising Committee, the Jury shall analyse the short list and decide on the attribution of the Prize as  indicated in Article 2. 

The Jury's decisions are not subject to appeal, and are taken by simple majority of votes. In the case of a draw the Jury’s Chair shall have a quality vote.

The Jury shall be supported in its decision by members of the Organising Committee acting as observers and without voting rights (see article 4). 

ARTICLE 4 – THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

4.1 Role 

An Organising Committee shall be established to make a preliminary examination and selection of all received entries based on the eligibility criteria defined in Article 5 and assist the Jury in the decision-making.  

In its role of assistance to the Jury the Organising Committee reserves the right to verify locally the achievements indicated in the applications. 

4.2 Composition

The Organising Committee is made up of: 

· A Chairperson: The General Affairs Director 

· A member of the secretariat: The Policy Advisor in charge of the Women’s committee 

· 2 member of the Women’s Committee 

· A member of the Policy Coordination committee (POCC) of Copa

ARTICLE 5 – APPLICATIONS 

5.1 Organisation of the application dossier

The interested candidates shall prepare an entry dossier composed of the following documents:

· Participation form. 
(Which includes:

· the address of the organisation putting forward the candidate

· the personal details of the candidate

· the agreement to the rules of participation 
· the location of the farm

· a description of the structure of the farm and its activities

· a description of the innovative elements introduced on the farm submitted by the candidate

· the outcomes/results of the innovation introduced on the farm submitted by the candidate - Short description of the innovation)

· Endorsement declaration issued by a Copa member organisation

· Any other documentation that the candidate might consider that promotes/supports her candidacy 

The presentation of the innovation must not exceed 3 pages. Audio-visual material may also be submitted in the candidate’s mother tongue.
The application dossier must be submitted in two copies (one in any of the working languages of Copa - Cogeca) and the other in English. If the selected language is English then the candidate may only submit one copy of the entry dossier. 

The entry dossier shall be put in an envelope/box with the following statement clearly visible in the front “Submission from «Name of organisation» to the innovation prize for women farmers” and “Do not open.” 
5.2 Eligibility of applications
Only dossiers using the valid application form, and compliant with the procedures set down in this article shall be considered. 

The Organising Committee shall establish a list of all eligible received entries and shall be responsible for verifying that the dossiers transmitted to the Jury fully comply with the eligibility criteria. 

All entries received that do not comply with the provisions of article 2 are not valid and therefore shall not be eligible for the Prize.

As indicated in Article 4, the Organising Committee reserves the right to verify, in situ, the achievements indicated by the candidates. 
5.3 The application form
The application form shall be made available in electronic format, for download, at the Copa-Cogeca website (www.copa-cogeca.eu). 

The application form as well as all other relevant documentation and information shall be available in the working languages of Copa-Cogeca. 

5.4 Reception of applications
All application dossiers must be submitted by registered letter, by courier or by hand no later than 22nd April 2014 to the Copa-Cogeca address (Rue de Trèves, 61; 1040 Bruxelles; Belgium).

In the case of hand delivery, documents must be delivered before 12:00. The postmark or the date of collection by the courier, accompanied by the acknowledgement of receipt dated and signed by Copa-Cogeca, shall serve as proof of the date of submission of the proposal. Applicants must therefore ensure that these deadlines are respected. 

No documents received after this deadline shall be accepted. Faxes, incomplete dossiers, or dossiers sent in several parts shall not be accepted. 

ARTICLE 6 – ELIGIBLE APPLICATIONS AND DECISION-MAKING

All received entries shall be opened in a meeting of the Organising Committee to be held no later than 30th April 2014.

The Organising Committee shall analyse all application dossiers and establish a list of all eligible received applications no later than 30th of June.
All applications received that do not comply with the defined in articles 2 and 5 are not valid and therefore shall not be eligible for the Prize .

All documentation (including photos, maps or other) pertaining to non-eligible applications or to those not chosen for the prize shall be kept by Copa and not returned to their senders.

On the basis of the examination and selection of the applications the Organising Committee shall decide on a short list as indicated in article 2. 

In order to establish this short-list the Organising Committee, failing to take a unanimous decision, shall decide by simple majority voting.

The Jury composed of internal and external representatives (see article 3) shall decide on the winner based on a selection of short-listed candidates presented by the Organising Committee.

The Jury's decisions are not subject to appeal, and are taken by simple majority of votes. In the case of a draw the Jury’s Chair shall have a quality vote.

The Jury shall be supported in its decision-making by members of the Organising Committee acting as observers and without voting rights (see article 4). 

ARTICLE 7 – RESULTS AND REMITTAL OF THE PRIZE – DESIGNATION OF PRIZE-WINNER 

After the analysis and deliberations (July 2014), the President of the Jury shall transmit the information concerning the prize-winner to the Organising Committee to prepare the official prize ceremony. 

The President of the Jury shall take charge of informing the prize-winner in July 2014. They shall be informed by a letter from Copa of the date and place of the remittal of the prize. 

The prize-winner shall be asked not to communicate or use any public reference to the prize before the official ceremony, to be held in Brussels, at the occasion of the Copa-Cogeca  Conference. 
ARTICLE 8 – COMMUNICATION AND PUBLICITY OF PRIZE-WINNER

The results of the Prize  shall be widely publicised. 

The information shall be disseminated at EU level by Copa and at Member State level by its members by any means of Media coverage.

ARTICLE 9 – REMINDER OF THE CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE AWARD

Participation in the Prize entails compliance with and acceptance of the conditions of these regulations by the participants, in keeping with the procedures set down above, in the various phases and during the official award ceremony.
Relevant dates:

Submission of application dossier: deadline 22nd April 2014.

Listing and establishment of eligible applications: no later than 30th April 2014.

Analysis, screening application dossiers and establishment of short-list: May/June 2014.
Jury analysis and decision: 1-15th July 2014.
Communication of Jury decision to Prize-winner: not earlier than 15th July 2014.
Presentation and remittance of the Prize: 6th October 2014 at the occasion of the Copa-Cogeca Conference.

� Examples of certain types of action which may be covered by the Prize include: projects promoting female entrepreneurship on or outside the farm ; advisory services on good commercial practice for agricultural products; offering new products, new ways of drawing value from local resources; offering new services; use of new production or processing methods; researching new markets, new customers; new forms of partnership and organisation.
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